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World's Largest Hover-Barge Sold
Marcon International, Inc. of Coupeville, 

Washington has announced the sale of 

the unfinished, newbuilding hover barge 

"Monty" by builder Sundial Marine 

Construction & Repair of Troutdale, 

Oregon. to private buyers. 

 

This unique hover or air cushion barge (ACB) 

was designed to hover about 5' above the 

surface while carrying about 450 tons of deck 

cargo on a clear deck of abt. 9,000ft2. She was being built for Vancouver-based Redfern 

Resources, Ltd. of British Columbia, Canada to transport cargoes of supplies in and ore 

concentrates out to/from a multi-metal gold, zinc, copper and lead mine on the Tulsequah River in 

Canada, 40 miles northeast of Juneau, Alaska.

 

With no roads in the area, the Tulsequah Chief Mine could only be reached from Alaska via the 

Taku River. The "Monty", reportedly the world's largest hover barge, was designed to be capable 

of operating year-round over shallow water, ice and land, while being towed by a vessel during 

ice-free conditions in the summer and amphibious tractors such as Amphitracs or Rolligons with 

large, soft, low-pressure rubber tires over the ice and crossing open leads during the winter. From 

Juneau, Redfern intended to barge the ore to the Skagway Ore Terminal where it would be 

loaded on ships bound for smelters in Asia. The mining company declared bankruptcy in March 

2010 and the barge was not completed.

 

"Monty" was designed by Hovertrans, Ltd. and engineered by BMT Nigle, UK. She measures 210' 

x 82.67' with a  5.58' depth of hull. She is built of DH-36 low temp (minus 20 degree Fahrenheit) 

steel with sound attenuated aluminum houses which contained the four muffled CAT 3412 diesel 

driven Woodcock and Wilson fans which provide lift in the hover mode. Electrical power was 

provided by a 150kW generator and hydraulics by two CAT 3126 power packs. The hover barge 

was also fitted with two Grove M977 hydraulic cranes, four 30 ton hydraulic deck winches at the 

corners and one main heavy-duty bow ramp the width of the barge plus two side access ramps. A 

10' x 16' moon pool was installed amidships and fitted with a bolted plate cover.

 

New owners plan to eventually finish the "Monty" as a hover barge and commission her into their 

service. Marcon had been appointed as exclusive broker by the Supreme Court of British 

Columbia appointed Receivers. Even in today's weak economy, Marcon International Inc. has 

brokered 33 sales and charters to-date this year. Several additional sales are pending and 

expected to close within the next 45 days. Looking back over the past 30 years, Marcon have 

averaged about 42 sales/charters per year. Since our first sale in 1983, Marcon has brokered a 

total of 1,248 vessels and barges sold or chartered. A full list is available on request.

 

  

 

 

 

 
advertise here 

Maritime Reporter October 2011 Digital Edition
FREE Maritime Reporter Subscription

Latest Maritime News     

 

 
MHI Receives Order for Two Cruise Ships 
E’LOO Electronic Toilets for Maritime Industries 
WSF: Construction to Start on 144-car Ferry 
Cummins Introduces QSK95 Marine Engine 
IUMI Welcomes Governmental Piracy Stance 

MARITIME JOBS
Captain, Waterfront Operations
Shipbuilding Managers
STCW Course Instructor
Quality Safety Administrator
Branch Manager Medium and Slow Speed Marine 
Engine

 

PEOPLE & COMPANY NEWS
Vizada Showcases New Business Solutions
Crew PC, new versions of Vizada XChange and SkyFile Mail 
optimize crew comms and business data management. 
Vizada, an independent provider of global satellite-based 
mobility services, 

SHIP SALES
World's Largest Hover-Barge Sold
Marcon International, Inc. of Coupeville, Washington has 
announced the sale of the unfinished, newbuilding hover 
barge "Monty" by builder Sundial 

FUELS & LUBES
EPA to Reduce Emissions with Engine 
Repower Cash
EPA has recently awarded $250,000 to the Maine 
Department of Environmental Protection (ME DEP).  
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Woman Rowing Atlantic to Fight Human Trafficking
Boulder Colorado Woman to Row the Atlantic to Raise 
Awareness for Human Trafficking.   In an effort to increase 
worldwide awareness of human trafficking, 
Interior's Salazar to Announce Oil & Gas Program
Secretary Salazar, Interior Department Leadership to 
Announce 2012-2017 Offshore Oil and Gas Program at 1200 
hours today. Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar, 

Costa Voyager Joins Costa Cruises Fleet
The Costa Cruises fleet has been enhanced with a new ship 
coming  from the Group’s Spanish brand Iberocruceros. The 
first cruise will depart from Savona on 20 November 2011. 
Denison Yacht Sales Acquires Generation Marine
Industry Leader Continues Strategic Path of Growth. 
Denison Yacht Sales is pleased to announce its acquisition 
of Generation Marine, a Fort Lauderdale-based yacht 
brokerage and service company. 

Together with another $250,000 provided by the State, 
these 
New Oceanographic Data in Major Ship-Routing 
Trial
New data that enables ships and superyachts to 
improve their routing efficiency is being trialled with a 
major cruise line company.   The data, provided 
World's Largest Hover-Barge Sold
Marcon International, Inc. of Coupeville, 
Washington has announced the sale of the unfinished, 
newbuilding hover barge "Monty" by builder Sundial 

NAVAL ARCHITECTURE
World's Largest Hover-Barge Sold
Marcon International, Inc. of Coupeville, Washington has 
announced the sale of the unfinished, newbuilding hover barge 
"Monty" by builder Sundial 
Seaplace acquires FORAN V70 Licenses
The Spanish engineering company Seaplace has recently 
acquired new licenses of the CAD/CAM FORAN System, to be 
used in its marine projects. The scope of the new 
Incat Crowther Launches 27.6m Catamaran Crewboat
Incat Crowther has announced the launch of a second 27.6m 
Wave Piercing Catamaran Crew Boat, Topaz Zephyr. Based 
on the innovative Topaz Zenith, launched in June, 

BARGES
World's Largest Hover-Barge Sold
Marcon International, Inc. of Coupeville, Washington has 
announced the sale of the unfinished, newbuilding hover 
barge "Monty" by builder Sundial 
ACL Names SVP and COO
American Commercial Lines Inc. (ACL), one of the largest 
and most diversified inland marine transportation and service 
companies in the United States, announced today the 
appointment of Paul A. 
HB Rentals secures major North Sea contract
Global offshore accommodation specialist HB Rentals has 
been awarded a contract worth approximately half a million 
pounds to supply two salvage barges with offshore 

VESSELS
Damen to Launch New PSV Series
Damen Shipyards will unveil its new Platform Supply 
Vessel (PSV) at EUROPORT 2011 and will launch a 
complete PSV range in the next few months. The PSV 
3300 E3 is 
World's Largest Hover-Barge Sold
Marcon International, Inc. of Coupeville, 
Washington has announced the sale of the unfinished, 
newbuilding hover barge "Monty" by builder Sundial 
Brunswick Unveils Aluminum High-Speed 
Patrol Boat
New Aluminum High-Speed Patrol Boat from Brunswick 
Commercial and Government Products.   Brunswick 
Commercial and Government Products (BCGP) has 
been hard 
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